IU                  THE BURNING OF MELCARTH             BOOK i
Evidence    reminiscence of the  custom of  burning a  deity in effigy
of bSm seems to Iinger in the story that Dido or Elissa>the foundress
a god or    and queen of the city, stabbed herself to death upon a pyre
or leaPe<3 from her palace into the blazing pile, to escape
the fond importunities of one lover or in despair at
the cruel desertion of another.1 We are told that Dido
was worshipped as a goddess at Carthage so long as the
country maintained its independence.2 Her temple stood
in the centre of the city shaded by a grove of solemn yews
and firs.3 The two apparently contradictory views of her
character as a queen and a goddess may be reconciled if
we suppose that she was both the one and the other; that
in fact the queen of Carthage in early days, like the queen of
Egypt down to historical times, was regarded as divine, and
had, like human deities elsewhere, to die a violent death
either at the end of a fixed period or whenever her bodily
and mental powers began to fail. In later ages the stern
old custom might be softened down into a pretence by
substituting an effigy for the queen or by allowing her to
The fire- pass through the fire unscathed. A similar modification of
t^le ancient ru^e appears to have been allowed at Tyre itself,
the mother-city of Carthage. We have seen reason to think
that the kings of Tyre, from whom Dido was descended,
claimed to personate the god Melcarth, and that the deity
was burned either in effigy or in the person of a man at an
annual festival.4 Now in the same chapter in which Ezekiel
charges the king of Tyre with claiming to be a god, the
prophet describes him as walking " up and down amidst the
stones of fire."6 The description becomes at once intelligible
1 Justin, xviii. 6. 1-7; Virgil, Aen.      lonians (London and Edinburgh, 1887),
iv. 473 sqq.9 v. i. sqq. ; Ovid, Fasti^      pp.   56  sqq*    If they  are light, the
iii 545 sqq. ; Timaeus, in Fragmenta     divine    character   of   Dido   becomes
Historicorum Graecorum^ ed.C.Miiller,      more probable than ever, since "the
i 197.    Compare W. Robertson Smith,      Beloved " (Dodah} seems to have been
Religion of the Semites* ppp 373 s^f      a ^tle of a Semitic goddess, perhaps
The name of Dido has been plausibly     Astarte.     See   above,  p.   20,   note2.
derived by Gesenius, Movers, E. Meyer,    * According to Varro it was not Dido but
and  A.   H. Sayce  from the  Semitic     her sister Anna who slew herself on a
t&d, "beloved."    See F. C Movers,      pyre for  love of Aeneas (Servius on
Die P&cmixter, i, 616; Meltzer, s.v.      Virgil, Aen. iv. 682).
"Dido," in W, H. Roscher's Lexikon         * Justin, xviii. 6. 8.
der griech.  und ram.   Mythologie,  L         3 Silius Italicus, i. 8l sqq.
1017   ^.;   A.   H.    Sayce,   Lectures         * See above, pp. 16, no sqq.
** the Rdigim of the Ancient Baby-         * Ezekiel xxviii. 14, compare 16.